
Dear friends, 
 
Grace & peace to you from our wonderful God. 
 
Two things to note: 

• God is here, alive and working in all the turmoil – I’ve already heard some lovely stories of 
God’s grace in the midst. Our passage for this week includes: “our citizenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20) 

• Whilst this disruption is new for most of us in the UK – it’s been common throughout history 
through wars, diseases, floods … this is not a unique experience for the world – let’s look to 
our brothers & sisters in the past who have looked to God in the midst of disruption and 
pain. 

 
Plans for CBC in the weeks ahead: 
 
Meetings 
All meetings at our building and elsewhere are cancelled. This includes Sunday services, Friday under 
Fives, Fusion youth club, Revive youth worship, prayer meetings, Pilgrims FC matches, Friends café, 
Curry Club, Banner Group, Food for Thought lunch, CB Singles events, Drama group, Easter choir 
rehearsals, Unsmashed, Sunday Night Live, Gospel Soul Music Nights, Seeds of Change Women’s 
Conference, Welcome Tea, Alpha Course, CAP Money course, safeguarding training, Time Out Café 
on Mondays & Messy Church. 
Outside groups using our building have also been asked not to meet. 
 
House Groups 
Please, all house group stop meeting from now. However, please be in touch with one another in 
every way that is possible. Some groups have already started meeting via Skype, Facebook etc. 
Please look out especially for group members who are ill, on their own or need other help.  
 
Sundays Service Online 
CBC will broadcast a service at 10.30am every Sunday online. It will include sung worship, prayers, a 
talk, something for all ages, bible and more. It will last an hour. You can watch it at 10.30am with the 
rest of the congregation – or at any time in the following days. There will opportunity for live 
interaction, messages etc. We are just confirming plans – but we expect to stream live via 
cirencesterbaptist.online.church. There will be links to this from CBC Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. This Sunday will be our first attempt – Phil & Lizzie leading worship, Matt Frost speaking 
on Philippians 3:1-21. Details will follow before Sunday morning. 
 
Pastoral Care 
The CBC elders, staff and pastoral team are looking at everyone in the church to seek to ensure that 
everyone is supported and connected. All of us are part of this family – and so let’s be phoning, 
messaging, offering help where safe, writing letters etc. There is so much we can do, for example the 
CB Singles group are planning watch nights – where they all watch a movie at the same time in each 
of their homes and chat about it online as they watch. Speaking personally, I will be spending a lot of 
time on the phone – expect a call! 
 
Youth & Children 
Our team will email families with ideas, updates and plans. This will include a forum for online 
interaction for the young people. 
 
Mission – serving our community 

cirencesterbaptist.online.church


This is a moment for the church to really be the body of Christ. To serve, to love, to share the good 
news – and not to succumb to fear & moaning. To shine a light in the community. Let’s think about 
our neighbours, our colleagues – and ask God for creative ways to serve. Offer to help, phone people 
we wouldn’t normally speak to, drop a card through a neighbour’s door, go shopping for someone 
who is stuck at home, offer to pray for a friend, help someone who has lost their job. 
The Cirencester Foodbank need more volunteers as some of their team are staying away. If you 
would like to help, please contact rachel@cirencester.foodbank.org.uk 
 
Money & Giving at CBC 
This upheaval will affect some people’s finances – including CBC. Please be aware of those around 
you who may lose jobs or income – can we help each other? CBC wants to continue to pay all our 
staff team, our overseas workers, to keep giving away and pay all our bills. Please think about your 
giving. 
 
Matt Frost Daily Message – “Love in a time of Corona” 
I will be writing a 300 word message every day for 150 days – one for each of the psalms. You can 
read this or watch it as a video via CBC website, Facebook, Instagram & Twitter – and it can be 
emailed directly to you if you request this via CBC office. Look for the first one later today. 
The regular notice sheet will not continue (it would be rather empty) – but we will email an update 
with news every Friday. 
 
Let’s love God, one another and our world in all of this. We will be amazed at what He will do 
through it – even in the suffering and disruption. 
 
With much love in Jesus, 
 
Matt & all the leaders at CBC 
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